
My dearest sisters and brothers in Christ— 

  

We are delaying our opening for worship. Our new date is Sunday, August 16, 2020. 

 

Given the realities of COVID-19, as you can imagine, there are many protocols and restrictions 

we have in place, to protect everybody. It is a time for us to sacrifice some personal liberties for 

the sake of protecting the body of Christ. 

  

You can read here the official protocol that has been prepared to help us reopen safely: 

  

Protocol for Re-opening Public Worship at Union Church—Sunday, August 16. 

  

Key scripture: Galatians 6:1-5: As you read this scripture verse, you will see that the Apostle 

Paul instructs us about life in a congregation that is shaped by the loving leadership of Jesus. 

Paul tells that by acting in Jesus’ love, we “fulfill the law of Christ.” In this passage, the Apostle 

says both that we should “Carry each other’s burdens,” but he also says that “Each one should 

carry their own load.” In this time of the threat of the Coronavirus, this means we should look 

out for and protect each other (“Carry each other’s burdens”), but that we should also each make 

our own decisions about the amount of personal risk we want to take as we participate in public 

events at Union Church, like a worship service (“Each one should carry their own load”).    

  

Therefore, the purpose of this document is to help us to receive God’s blessings and wellness, by 

taking all the necessary steps to protect each other during this pandemic. While each Christian 

has their own individual freedom and responsibility, everyone who wants to participate in public 

worship at Union Church must follow ALL these steps, or you will not be allowed to participate. 

We will “fulfill the law of Christ” by sacrificing our own liberties for the sake of protecting our 

sisters and brothers in Christ at Union Church by following this protocol: 

  

1. Everyone must reserve their spot(s) through the office to participate in worship each Sunday. 

If you want to come to the Sunday service, you must email the office, office@unionchurchsj.org, 

or call (between 8:30AM - 12:30PM) 787-726-0280, by 10AM on Thursday each week to 

reserve your space. 

  

If you don’t make a reservation by Thursday 10AM, you can still call or email your reservation 

after that, and then you may still come on Sunday and come into the service if there is still room. 

 

2. Everyone who arrives MUST wear a mask, MUST have their temperature taken, and MUST 

use hand sanitizer at the “Shalom Table,” just inside the front gate. If your temperature is high, 

you won’t be allowed to enter the sanctuary. If you don’t want to follow this protocol, then 

please wait until the pandemic subsides before returning to worship. 

  

3. The gates of the building will be closed until 10:00 AM. After 10:00, you may enter the 

building. If you arrive earlier, you must wait in your car or outside. 

  

4. After you go to the “Shalom Table” to get a mask (if you need one), have your temperature 

taken, and sanitize your hands, you will be led to your seat by a “Sanctuary Manager,” a Council 
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member who will be trained to help us enter and leave the sanctuary in an orderly manner. When 

you are seated, you and your family will be at least six feet distant from other worshipers. 

  

5. For everyone’s protection, there will be no movement during the worship service. We will 

remain in our seats for all the parts of the service. Pre-packaged communion servings will be 

available in the pews. At the end of the service, the “Sanctuary Managers” will help us exit in an 

orderly fashion. Of course, you can use the bathroom if you really need to. 

  

6. Please, keep your mask on at all times during the service. 

  

7. There will be no congregational singing since this has been found to facilitate the spread of the 

virus. 

  

8. We ask that children remain with their parents at all times. 

  

9. There will be no Hospitality Table or Fellowship Time after worship. Everyone must exit the 

church premises at the end of the service. 

  

By following this protocol, we will “fulfill the law of Christ,” by worshiping God in freedom and 

in joy, while we also protect each other from sickness. This is what God would want us to do! 

  

And remember: even when we begin public worship again, the full service will still be available 

on Facebook and on the website. Please worship God with us “live” at Union Church or from 

home! 

  

Indeed, if you don't feel comfortable coming to the UC building, you can continue to worship 

from home! You can watch the services live on our Facebook 

page: https://www.facebook.com/UnionChurchSJ/. And you can still watch the services later in 

the week on our webpage. 

  

May God bless each of us, and may God bless our congregation as we come together to worship 

once again!  
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